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Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education
Educational Services Committee
510 Peach Street - Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54494 . (715) 424-6701

September 8, 2020

LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Conference Room A/B

TIME: 6:00 p.m.

l. Call to Order
1. Public Comment
1. Actionable Items

A. Parent Representatives — Council for Instructional Improvement (CII)

V. Updates
A. Phonics Units of Study
B. Lincoln High School Student Travel to France
C. Professional Development Opportunities to Prepare for Off Campus Teaching
D. Reopening
V. Consent Agenda Items
VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests

The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas. Persons wishing to place items on the
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered. The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president.

With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701.
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes. If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular

School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas. If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda.
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I. Call to Order

V.

Public Comment
Actionable Items

A. Parent Representatives - Council for Instructional Improvement (CII)

The CII has three parent representatives who serve three year rotating terms. This
year, there were six parents who requested applications to serve in the two open
parent positions on the CIl. Three parents returned the completed surveys.

The administration recommends approval of Rachael Stormoen to serve as the Cll
parent representative for the 2020-21 and 2021-2022 school years and Melissa
Huckabee to serve as the Cll parent representative during the 2020-2021, 2021-22,
and 2022-23 school years.

Updates

A. Phonics Units of Study

In the spring of 2016, the Educational Services Committee and the Board of Educa-
tion approved the implementation of The Reading and Writing Units of Study from
the Teacher’s College at Columbia University for elementary reading and writing
instruction. Words Their Way was implemented for foundational skills and word
study instruction. Since that time, Teacher’s College has published the Phonics
Units of Study (PUS) for Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grades.
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VI.

In 2019-2020 Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers were given the option to use
Phonics Units of Study. The teachers that chose to use PUS reported positive feed-
back regarding the teacher materials and student achievement in the area of
foundational skills. The Language Arts Cll Sub-Committee recommended 2" grade
teachers having the option to continue to use Words Their Way, or use the PUS
during the 2020-2021 school year. All 2nd grade teachers elected to use PUS.

B. Lincoln High School Student Travel to France
Justine Horvath, Lincoln High School World Languages teacher, will be present to
provide information about a planned student trip to France in June of 2021 through
the Xperitus program.

C. Professional Development Opportunities to Prepare for Off Campus Teaching
Ms. Filtz will summarize the professional development opportunities that were avail-
able this summer to help teachers prepare for adjusted learning options for the
2020-21 school year. Attachment A summarizes those opportunities.

D. Re-opening
Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools Superintendent Craig Broeren and Ms. Filtz will
provide a summary of the school district re-opening including the numbers of stu-
dents attending off campus and the learning options that were made available to
parents. Attachments B and C provide an explanation of off campus options as well
as numbers of students enrolled in these options.

Consent Agenda Items

Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the con-
sent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting.

Future Agenda Items/Information Requests

Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with appropri-
ate administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation information, and
agenda availability.

Future agenda items/information requests include, but are not limited to:

e Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Update (October)
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Attachment B

2020-2021 Off Campus Virtual Learning Options

Below are the off-campus learning options that were offered to parents/students in Grades 4K -
oth Grade. These options were offered if parents were not comfortable making a year long
commitment to an off campus option at this point. Option 5 was enrolling the student into
Central Oaks Academy for the full year.

OPTION 1 is keeping the student in the brick and mortar building.

OPTION 2: Parents would choose option 2 if they wanted to #ry off-campus learning for a
period of time just to see how things are going once the students come back to the building. It
is not meant to be a full year option - but rather a tool to use for a shorter period of time. This
would be a virtual option. Students would receive their classroom instruction virtually through a
platform called Seesaw. Parents would receive instruction on how to access their child’s work
via Seesaw. If they needed a district provided device, we would provide a Chromebook for the
family to use. A district certified teacher would send out the daily assignments. Google meets
and recorded lessons would be used and there could be times when live lessons would be
provided virtually as well. The teacher assigned would be in charge of the instruction. The
teacher assigned would have office hours and contact times where a parent could reach out.
District curriculum would be used and daily assignments and instruction would be provided. It is
expected the child “attends” school 5 days a week from home, however, the traditional times of
school could be flexible. The teacher assigned to the virtual learning would keep the pace of the
in person classrooms so that when parents would decide their child would return, the child
would be right on pace with their peers. Progress would be monitored through classroom
assessments and students would be expected to take all the district reading and math
screeners and assessments just as their peers would be completing. A traditional report card
would be given each trimester with marks determined by the progress the student makes.
Although traditional attendance would not be taken, students are expected to make sufficient
progress in order to be considered “present” in school and not marked absent or truant.

OPTION 3: Option 3 is similar to OPTION 2, except that parents would receive their child’s work
through a paper and pencil model and the parent is more responsible for direct instruction. The
child’s work would be provided once a week with instructions for completion provided by the
district assigned teacher. The district can mail the work, or parents will be able to pick it up at
the East Junior High cafeteria on Thursdays. We will not have the means to “deliver” packets as
we did last spring as school is in session and our van drivers will be occupied all during the day.
It will be expected that students work through the assignments with their parents as resources
and return the completed to work for feedback and assessment. The child may not have their
normal classroom teacher assigned to give feedback, but rather will be working with a certified
teacher that has been assigned by the district. Although parents will be the primary source for
working through the assignments with their child, the certified teacher assigned will hold office
hours and times for parents to contact him or her with questions.




Option .Op{jon Opt.ion
Grade Level 2 3 4 Total “Other
4K - PK 15 13 0 32 3
Kindergarten 23 19 o m —
1st Grade 28 12 3 47 4 ::::
2nd Grade 36 15 3 54 5
3rd Grade 30 9 3 42
4th Grade 29 12 3 m
5th Grade 34 5 2 43 >
195 86 14 304 10

*Other - undecided at the time of print

OPTION 2 - The instruction is led completely by the classroom teacher through virtuat means
with the parent providing support at home.

OPTION 3 - Packets are sent home with instructions and parents are responsible for guiding
their students through the work. The packets are picked up and dropped off on Thursdays with
feedback provided by the off campus teacher.

OPTION 4 - Students will be enrolled in a computer program (either Acellus or Odysseyware).
The off campus teacher will monitor the student’s progress and provide support if needed.




2020-2021 Central Oaks Academy and Lincoln Virtual School

if parents/guardians plan to keep their Pre K- 5th grade child in a virtual classroom for the entire
school year then they will choose Option 5 - Central Oaks Academy. With Central Oaks, families
work with a Local Education Guide {certified teacher) to choose a curriculum for their child.
While the LEG is there to support families throughout the year, parents/guardians are
considered to be their child’s primary teacher.

Central Oaks Enrollment by Grade Level

Number of Students
4K 49
Kindergarten 57
1st Grade 54
2nd Grade 52
3rd Grade 54
4th Grade 44
5th Grade 41
6th Grade 64
7th Grade 65
8th Grade 55
Total Students 535




Lincoln Virtual School offers students the option to learn in a self-paced environment with a
customized education to support student goals. Acelius is used as the primary learning platform
for the LHS Virtual Student. Through the Acellus platform, LHS offers standards-based courses
and monitors student performance and achievement. These courses are monitored by LHS
staff but are not directly taught by LHS staff members. Additionally, courses may be taught
entirely through the LHS Learning Management System (LMS), CANVAS. This is department
and course-specific. Elective course offerings in our virtual program are limited.

Lincoln Virtual School Enroliment by Grade Level

Number of Students

9th Grade 39
10th Grade 38
11th Grade 44
12th Grade 38

Total Students 159




